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Championships, run by NE2C
(New England Climbing
Consultation), Is one of the most
recognized and respected
climbing competition serles in
North America. Dreamt up and
brought fo life by Jason Danforth,
Pete Ward, and Lu Yan the series
has guickly risen to o state of
fervor that hasn't been reached
since the days of the PCA. The
four makes three stops: Fairfield,
New Jersay, Salf Lake City, Utah
and Boston, Massachusetts, Each
contributes a different
atmosphere full of exciterment,
theatrics and professionalism that
must be experenced in order to
be believed, For instance, | stood
among 1,800 cmped up
spectafors atop a parking deck
in Utah, watching the world's
gredtest boulderers go head to
head on a moenstrous and
portable climbing structure as the
sun set into the mountain sky.

You can't just 'imagine’
sormething of that magnitude.
The last stop of the four this
year saw hundreds of pecple
packing info the MetroRock Gym
in Boston, ail hoping to withess
another mind blowing comp
finale. There were definitely no
letdowne. Crazy technical, body
tensiony., campusy, dynarmic
problems spat maniacal men
and wornen infe the air from
over 15 feet up. Each and every
climber fought like hell to claim
victary, And in the end, Paul

Robinson and Alex Puccio
emerged s both the winners of
the Boston four stop and the
overall four championship.

I'm sure everyone cams away
with a favorite moment from the
tour, and I'd like to share mine. It
happened immediately after the
official competition had ended
at MetroRock. Vasya Vorotnikov
stepped back onto an ursent
men'’s finals problem with the
entire crowd standing in their
seats, cheering him fo send. And
he did. He cnushed it — for him,

for me. for everyone there. Anc
afferwards, we started the por
by celebrating and dancing o~
fop of the island boulder, mow -
ta a stellar live set from a
banging hip-hop band. That ws
the high point for me, becauss
it's when | realized that NE2C
brought the soul of competitio-
back to the psople.

You need to make it out nex
year. Trust me.

Learn more about the series o=
www.boulderingcomps.com 1



